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Congregational - Christian 
Committtee on Conscientious 
Objectors Holds Meeting 
By Rev. Alfred Schmalz 


At the first meeting of the newly or- 
ganized Committee on Conscientious Ob- 
jectors of the Congregational-Christian 
Churches plans were laid for informing 
the constituent churches and ministers 
of the services which the Committee of- 
fers to COs in counselling and in practi- 
eal assistance. Funds ear-marked for 
the Committee’s use will be requested 
from the churches for its general work. 

The Committee is greatly concerned 
over possible legislative changes in the 
Selective Service Act regarding COs 
and with the probability that a Universal 
Military Training bill will come before 
Congress this winter, entailing provi- 
sions for COs. The committee is agreed 
that the present provisions in the draft 
law permitting absolute exemption are 
desirable, and that if the law is changed 
to require governmental service of all 
COs, there should be no program simi- 
lar to CPS during World War II, and 
that such government service should be 
paid for at maintenance wages with aid 
to dependents. The Committee wishes 
to cooperate with all church groups in- 
terested in the legislative problem. 


*. * * 


EDITORS NOTE 


This meeting followed by several 
months the adoption of the following 
resolution at the meeting of the General 
Council of the Congregational-Christian 
Church, June 22-26, 1950: 

“WHEREAS the government of the 
United States, along with other demo- 
cratic governments, recognizes the 
sovereignty of conscience in matters 
of religious conviction, whereas, the 
Congregational - Christian Churches 
have assured their conscientious ob- 
jectors of moral support in matters of 
conscience, be it resolved, that our 


(Continued Page 4, Column 3) 


Classification Procedures for Doctors 
Draft Are Different From Regular Rules 


The lowest classification rule, stating that a registrant shall be placed 
in the lowest class for which he is eligible, holds for the drafting of 
doctors, dentists, and allied specialists. However, the order of con- 
sideration of classes differs considerably from that of regular regis- 


trants. 
allied specialists draft state that “every 
special registrant (doctor, dentist, allied 
specialist) shall be placed in Class I-A 
... except that when grounds are estab- 
lished to place such registrant in one 
or more of the classes, the special regis- 
trant shall be classified in the lowest 
class for which he is determined to be 
eligible, with Class I-A-O considered the 
highest class and Class I-C the lowest 
class according to the following table: 


I-A-O (Conscientious objector 
available for non-combat- 
ant service.) 
(Conscientious objector 
opposed to both combat- 
ant and non-combatant 
military services; now de- 
ferred by law.) 

(Member of Reserve com- 
ponent.) 

(Deferred because of civil- 
ian employment; special- 
ist needed at home in 
national interest or be- 
cause services cannot be 
replaced.) 

(Deferred because of de- 
pendents upon whom ez- 
treme hardship would 
fall.) 

(Sole surviving son.) 
(Physically, mentally or 
morally unfit.) 

(Over fifty-one unless in 
active service.) 
(Member of 
Forces.)” 


Class: 


IV-E 


Armed 


The Selective Service regulations for the medical, dental and 





This order of consideration indicates 
that a special registrant will be consid- 
ered for all other deferred classifications 
before the conscientious objector classi- 
fications, IV-E and I-A-O. 

This order of consideration differs 
from the order followed for other regis- 
trants where the IV-E Class is near the 
bottom of the list. Selective Service 
regulations for regular registrants state 
that “unless grounds are established to 
place the registrant in Class I-C (mem- 
ber of Armed Forces, Coast Guard, etc.) 
. . . the registrant shall be classified in 
the lowest class for which he is eligible 
with Class I-A considered the highest 
class and Class V-A considered the low- 
est class according to the following table: 
Class: I-A (Available for military 

service.) 

I-A-O (Conscientious objector 
available for non-combat- 
ant service only.) 

II-A (Deferred because of civil- 
ian employment.) 

I-D (Member Reserve compo- 
nent or student taking 
military training.) 

II-C (Deferred because of em- 
ployment in agriculture.) 

“III-A (Deferred because of de- 
pendents.) 

IV-A (Registrant who complet- 
ed service; sole surviving 
son.) 

IV-B (Official deferred by law.) 

IV-C (Aliens.) 

(Continued Page 2, Column 2) 
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UMT AND UMS HEARINGS 


As this goes to press, the Sub-commit- 
tee on Freparedness of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, headed by Senator 
Lyndon Johnson of Texas, is tentatively 
planning to hold hearings on UMT and 
UMS (Universal Military Service) in 





late November or early December. 
The date is subject to final con- 
firmation. Predictions are that the 


present Congress, or the new one to 
convene in January, 1951, will either en- 
act UMT into law or revise the present 
Selective Service Law so as to provide 
for Universal Military Service. At the 
moment, this latter plan seems to be 
looked upon with most favor. No one 
ean accurately predict whether present 
deferment for COs will continue. 


DOCTORS’ DRAFT 


(Continued from Page 1) 

IV-D (Minister of religion or 
divinity student.) 

IV-E (Conscientious objector 
opposed to both combat- 
ant and non-combatant 
military service.) 

IV-F (Physically, mentally or 
morally unfit.) 

V-A (Over age of liability to 
military service.) ” 

It is obvious -why a general draft 
necessitates the use of more Classes than 
a specialist draft. Placing the IV-E 
near the top of the list for specialists 
will probably indicate fewer medical and 
dental specialist COs than actually is 
the case. Under this rule many COs will 
receive other classifications. If the same 
rule were followed by regular regis- 
trants, many of the 12,000 men now in 
IV-E would be in other deferred classi- 
fications. 

Priorities in Inductions 

Doctors, dentists, and allied specialists 
in I-A will be inducted according to the 
following order of priority, as provided 
in the law as approved on September 9, 
1950: 

1. Specialists who received their edu- 
cation at government expense in the 
Army specialized training program, 
or similar Navy program, during 
War II and who have less than 90 
days in the Armed Forces, Coast 


Guard, or Public Health Service. 
2.The same as one (1) above who 
have had 90 days or more but less 
than twenty-one months of active 
duty in the Armed Forces, Coast 
Guard, or Public Health Service. 

3. Those, regardless of their source of 
backing for specialized education, 
who did not have service in the 
Armed Forces, Coast Guard, or Pub- 
ic Health Service after September 
16, 1940. 

4. Those who are not included in pri- 
ority one and two above, who have 
had some service in the Armed 
Forces, Coast Guard, or Public 
Health Service. Induction of these 
will be generally in the inverse or- 
der of the amount of time given in 
service. 

Furthermore, in terms of these priori- 
ties, the youngest are to be inducted 
first. 

Special Form Links Objectors 
And Subversives 

On October 16, 1950, a special regis- 
tration was held for medical, dental, and 
allied specialists. Along with provid- 
ing information on the Registration Card 
(SSS Form No. 1), each special regis- 
trant was given a Classification Question- 
naire (SSS Form No. 100), and a special 
Questionnaire (DD Form No. 390) en- 
titled “Initial Data For Classification and 
Commissioning in Medical Service for 
Medical, Dental, and Veterinary Corps.” 
These forms were to be filled in and 
returned within five days. Conscientious 
objectors among the special registrants 
could fill in Series XIV on the regular 
Classification Questionnaire, stating they 
were conscientious objectors and that 
they requested the Special Form for 
Conscientious Objector (SSS Form No. 
150). This form would be received by 
the registrant and returned to the Board 
subsequently. (NSB suggests that addi- 
tional pages of information be attached 
to this form which is limited in space 
for answers to questions). Objectors 
also were asked to fill in item 32 on DD 
Form 390, which in reality links ob- 
jectors and subversives in the same sen- 
tence. It reads as follows: 

“32.1 ( ) am ( ) am not nor have 

I been a conscientious objector, and 

I ( ) am ( ) am not now and 

( ) have ( ) have not been a mem- 

ber of any foreign or domestic organi- 

zation, association, movement, group, 
or combination of persons advocating 

a subversive policy of seeking to alter 

the form of government of the U. S. 

by unconstitutional means.” 

This special form (DD 390) also asks 
for information on the following: 
dependency, citizenship, training, serv- 
ice, internship, residencies and fellow- 
ships, specialization, certification, pri- 








NOTICE TO LIBRARIANS 

This is Volume VII, Number 9, of 
the Reporter. The September issue 
was Volume VII, Number 8, . while 
the last printed issue before Septem- 
ber was Volume VII, Number 6, dated 
May 15, 1950. There was no printed 
Volume VII, November 7, but the in- 
formation intended to reach our read- 
ers in Number 7 was contained in 
mimeographed and lithographed let- 
ters to “Reporter Readers” dated July 
22 and August 10, 1950, and sent to 
everyone on the Reporter mailing list. 
No release was sent our readers in 
June, 1950, in light of the heavy work 
involved in moving the NSBRO office 
and a temporary shortage of secre- 
tarial help at that time. 











vate practice, teaching and hospital ap- 
pointments. 
Appeal Procedures Identical 

Special registrants who ask for the 
I-A-O or IV-E classification, but whose 
requests are denied by the local board, 
may follow the various appeal procedures 
provided in the Selective Service Act of 
1948, as amended. (The doctors’ and 
dentists’ draft is in the form of an 
amendment to the 1948 Act, as amended 
and extended in 1950). These proce- 
dures are identical to those provided for 
regular registrants. The August 10, 
1950, release to Reporter Readers gives 
this information in more detail. 

Advisory Committees Formed 

The law provides that a National Ad- 
visory Committee shall be formed, along 
with State and local voluntary advisory 
committees. The committees are to 
“give appropriate consideration to the 
respective needs of the Armed Forces 
and of the civilian population for the 
services of the medical, dental and allied 
specialist personnel.” 

The recommendations of these commit- 
tees to local boards, regarding which 
personnel should be drafted and which 
allowed to remain at home, shall be con- 
sidered by local boards; however, boards 
are not bound to follow these recom- 
mendations. It is believed that few 
physicians and dentists will actually be 
drafted, but that most of them will 
volunteer when the advisory committees 
have done their work. 

Any medical, dental, or allied special- 
ist who was already registered under 
the 1948 Act, was required to register 
again on October 16. Presumably a man 
in IV-E prior to the doctors draft law 
should have no difficulty retaining it if 
now a medical or dental specialist and 
required to register again. 

A medical or dental specialist now out 
of the country will be required to regis- 
ter as soon as he returns to this country. 





House Committee and Entire Senate 


Would Give “Frozen Fund’ to CARE 


On September 22, 1950, the House Foreign Affairs Committee voted 
unanimously to report favorably a bill to give the “frozen fund” to 
CARE. The “frozen fund” is a sum of $1,389,144.93 earned by con- 
scientious objectors during World War II and deposited in the United 


States treasury on March 7, 1947. 


agency, Cooperative for American Re- 
mittances to Europe. It would use this 
fund to provide technical, scientific, and 
professional publications and scientific 
equipment for libraries and institutions 
of learning abroad. The program would 
be under the direction of the State De- 
partment. In the brief hearings pre- 
ceding Committee action, the State De- 
partment gave assurances that top 
priorities would be given to Korean re- 
lief in the administration of these funds. 
It is hoped by interested parties that 
the entire House will vote favorably on 
this matter in November. 
Senate Already Voted 
On June 8, 1950, the Senate version of 
this bill, S. 2496, was passed in the Sen- 
ate by unanimous consent, after exten- 
sive hearings. This action followed the 
defeat in the House, on March 1, 1950, 
of the original bill giving this fund to 
CARE. At that time Rep. Walter Judd 
explained to a former colleague of his 
in China, Dr. Minor Myers, that there 
were three sources of objection in the 
House to the bill: (1) reaction against 
conscientious objectors; (2) reaction 
against most of the suggestions coming 
from the Foreign Affairs Committee, 
on the assumption they are relayed from 
the State Department; and (3) opposi- 
tion to other bills to provide certain 
library facilities at home, with the plea 
that opposition to these made it only a 
matter of consistency to oppose the 
CARE bill. Whether these same objec- 
tions will prevail when the bill comes 
up again in the House is a matter of 
conjecture. 
Another Bill Would Give Fund To Veterans 
On May 24, 1950, Representative Ran- 
kin of Mississippi introduced into the 
House H. R. 3620, providing that the so- 
called “frozen fund” should be paid to 
disabled veterans. The bill states: 
“that the Administrator of Veterans’ 
Affairs is hereby authorized and di- 
rected to make disbursements . . . to 
the American Veterans of World War 
II (Amvets), Disabled American Vet- 
erans, and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States, for use in 
the service work of such veterans’ 
organizations toward the rehabilitation 
of disabled war veterans.” 
The bill would appropriate from the 
U. S. treasury about one and a quarter 


CARE is the well-known relief 





ARE YOU PREPARED TO 
ACT WITHIN TEN DAYS? 


Many of the cases which reach us 
are in serious condition because men 
have failed to request a personal ap- 
pearance or an appeal within ten 
days following the mailing of the 
Notice of Classification which places 
them in a class they do not want. 
Delay is very serious. The following 
notice on every Notice of Classifica- 
tion card should be observed care- 
fully: 

“Appeal from classification by 
local board must be made within 10 
days after the mailing of this no- 
tice by filing a written notice of 
appeal with the local board. 

“Within the same 10-day period 
you may file a written request for 
personal appearance before the local 
board. If this is done, the time in 
which you may appeal is extended 
to 10 days from the date of mailing 
of a new Notice of Classification 
after such personal appearance. 

“Tf an appeal has been taken and 
you are classified by the appeal 
board in either Class I-A or Class 
I-A-O and one or more members of 
the appeal board dissented from 
such classification you may file a 
written notice of appeal to the Pres- 
ident with your local board within 
10 days after the mailing of this 
notice.” 

It should be added that there are 
further methods of dealing with cases 
by contacting the State and National 
Directors of Selective Service. You 
may write to NSBRO for details. 











million dollars which was received “from 
private employers for work performed 
by persons assigned to tasks of national 
importance under civilian direction in 
pursuance of section 5(g) of the Selec- 
tive Training and Service Act of 1940, 
as amended.” 

The bill was referred to the Veterans’ 
Committee of the House, of which Mr. 
Rankin is chairman. The bill was in- 
troduced at the request of the veterans 
organizations listed in the bill. The 
American Legion has pledged its support 


NUMBER OF MEN IN IV-E 
REACHES 12,212 


According to figures recently released 
by Selective Service, there are now 
12,212 registrants in the IV-E classifica- 
tion. Broken down by States and Terri- 
tories they are as follows: 





0 ES EES SE ARS a at 33 
IIE dh oiaichs ees iepinttachiennniintaiats 17 
(0 RASS i Rae eS 47 
Rater: Se ae ate SES are 818 
eS AROS PENEM GE 36 
NE eee dlp 22 
I od 25 
District of Columbia a 11 
ie ETE Nt Lc eR ads 64 
es ae wy 36 
| | eae 94 
I ihn cenedtehiions 369 
Indiana —_.___. 1,285 
Iowa ts 226 
Kansas .- 1,052 
Kentucky ~~. 26 
RNID cil csnecepniacoeinbaneeiied : q 24 
IE sot pihaoiheretignsicidenDilandindd 1 18 
Maryland eel 298 
Massachusetts - Sodas 45 
Michigan 191 
Minnesota SR hae DAES iso 154 
Mississippi AL ete 26 
Missouri - F 191 
Montana 58 
Nebraska ‘ 223 
Nevada - 2 
New Hampshire ; 6 
New Jersey — isos 43 
New Mexico 17 
New York City 33 
New York (except N.Y.C.) 97 
North Carolina 1,300 
North Dakota 50 
Ohio 1,390 
Oklahoma 197 
Oregon - 241 
Pennsylvania 1,896 
Rhode Island 4 
South Carolina — 17 
South Dakota 121 
Tennessee j ‘ 75 
Texas - sided cncbtalbiti 135 
Utah - Si bak i 0 
Vermont aN ht ae ah 7 
Virginia - Re he 800 
I ie 150 
West Virginia —______ 111 
Wisconsin ——— ectiitinaanpinaeids ? Ma 
a ee te es 3 
pS ee A ae oe ae 6 
RET ONT Cee 7 
ERR pas ee” Ee, 12 
pc EN EES Se 0 





Total U. S. and Territories__.___12,212 





to the bill to give the “frozen fund” to 
CARE. Hence, it is not backing this bill. 
As this goes to press, no action has been 
taken on this bill. 





INTERNAL SECURITY ACT REGULATES 
NATURALIZATION OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


The Internal Security Act of 1950, 
passed over the President’s veto on Sep- 
tember 22, 1950, and sometimes known 
as the McCarran Communist control law, 
regulates the naturalization of conscien- 
tious-objector aliens. Section 29 of this 
law amends the Nationality Act of 1940, 
section 335, so as to require all aliens 
who become naturalized, except con- 
scientious objectors, to take the following 
oath, which includes a pledge to bear 
arms or perform non-combatant service 
in the Armed Forces: 


“T hereby declare, on oath, that I 
absolutely and entirely renounce and 
abjure all allegiance and fidelity to 
any foreign prince, potentate, state, 
or sovereignty of whom or which I 
have heretofore been a subject or citi- 
zen; that I will support and defend 
the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic; that 
I will bear true faith and allegiance 
to the same; that I will bear arms on 
behalf of the United States or per- 
form non-combatant service in the 
Armed Forces of the United States 
when required by law; and that I 
take this obligation freely without any 
mental reservation or purpose of eva- 
sion: So help me God. In acknowl- 
edgement whereof I have hereunto 
affixed my signature.” 


If an alien requesting naturalization 
is a conscientious objector he is required 
to show 

“by clear and convincing evidence... 
to the satisfaction of the naturaliza- 
tion court that he is opposed to the 
bearing of arms or the performance 
of non-combatant service in the Armed 

Forces of the United States by reason 

af religious training and belief.” (Sec- 

tion 29 of the Act). 

If the naturalization court regards the 
objector as sincere, he may then take 
the following oath, which is the same as 
the naturalization oath used prior to 
September 22, 1950: 


“I hereby declare, on oath, that I ab- 
solutely and entirely renounce and ab- 
jure all allegiance and fidelity to any 
foreign prince, potentate, state, or 
sovereignty of whom or which I have 
heretofore been a subject or citizen; 
that I will support and defend the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States 
of America against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; and 
that I take this obligation freely and 
without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion: So help me God. 
In acknowledgment whereof I have 
hereunto affixed my signature.” 


In its form in the original McCarran 
bill, this part of the law would have ex- 
cluded all CO aliens from citizenship 
except those willing to give non-com- 
batant service in the Armed Forces. It 
would have nullified, in effect, all the 
gains of the Cohnstaedt Supreme Court 
decision last spring, which allowed a 
conscientious objector to become a citi- 
zen even though opposed to non-comba- 
tant service in the Armed Forces. Only 
last minute amendments to the Act 
brought about the present form of the 
reference to objectors. 





IN ORDER THAT THE WORK 
CAN GO ON 


Recognizing the significance of a con- 
tinuing service to conscientious objectors 
in this time of world crisis, | would like 
to contribute to the work which the No- 


tional Service Board is doing in helping 
to uphold the rights of conscience. 


(Check one or both) 
(0 Enclosed find a gift of . . $ 
C1 I hope to contribute about $ 


(Clip and mail to National Service Board, 
1000 Eleventh St., N.W., Washington 1, 
D. C.) 











IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 


Frequently it is necessary to have in- 
formation regarding CO cases imme- 
diately. The National Service Board 
can be reached by phone at EXecutive 
0230 or, at night and over week-ends, 
DUpont 5923. 


CONGREGATION-CHRISTIAN 
(Continued from Page 1) 


people be informed of our pledged re- 
sponsibility and that the return of con- 
scientious objectors to useful citizen- 
ship be requested of the President of 
the United States by this Council. 


“WHEREAS the Selective Service 
Act provides for the registration and 
military service of American youth, 
and 


“WHEREAS there are young men 
in our Churches who for conscience 
sake seek the exemption provided in 
the law or feel under the spiritual nec- 
essity of disobeying the law, and 


“WHEREAS the historic position of 
the Congregational-Christian Churches 
stated on frequent occasions by the 
General Council, recognizes the right 
of conscientious objection to partici- 
pation in or support of war and pre- 
paration for war, and accepts the 
Conscientious Objector’s position as a 
valid expression of the Christian faith 
as do the “historic peace churches,” 
and 


“WHEREAS the General Council 
has expressed our cor:mon desire to 
hold within our fellowship all who 
obey conscience, whatever their choice 
of action with respect to war, and 


“WHEREAS in time past the Gen- 
eral Council has organized a commit- 
tee to be of assistance to any Con- 
scientious Objector who may need a 
service of counsel and practical help, 
be it 

“RESOLVED that we reaffirm our 
position regarding Conscientious Ob- 
jectors, and that through the new 
Committee on Conscientious Objectors 
established by the Executive Commit- 
tee of the General Council, we offer 
such assistance as may be possible, 
and urge all ministers and laymen to 
hold closely within the fellowship of 
the Churches those who take this 
position.” 
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